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Holon. The Children’s City

HOLON.
- FROM SANDS
TO CITY




MAYOR'S PREFACE

Greetings,

Holon — from Sands to City contains facts about the very interesting history and
impressive present of the city which has recently celebrated its 75th anniversary and
continues to move forward, while remaining contemporary and modern.

In 1940 the five first neighborhoods of Holon were united under one municipal council. Since
then, Holon has changed completely, turning into a thriving, green and lively city offering

its residents a high quality of life in all areas. Here in Holon, one can find a variety of state of

the art educational, cultural and sports institutes and facilities, numerous public gardens and
parks, modern road network and shopping centers, high quality buildings and one of Israel's

largest industrial zones.

Spectacular neighborhoods have been built on its golden sands and a special emphasis has
been placed on the environment and development of the city's infrastructure. Improvement
of the city's appearance and enhancement of its green spaces is one of the city leadership's
top priorities. Holon abounds with dozens of environmental sculptures by Israel's best artists

scattered around the city, e.g. on its squares, junctions, public institutes, streets and gardens.

The city's gardens are nationally acclaimed and attract a large number of visitors, together
with Peres Park and around 50 Story Gardens - a project which has been recently presented
the Azrieli Award for Urban Architecture.

The diverse activities focus on children and the entire family, so Holon is titled "Israel's
Children's City" for a reason: the city offers annual festivals, including Israel's largest Purim
Parade, diverse exhibitions and activities held by the city's unique educational, cultural
and enrichment centers for children from preschool age and up. Alongside Holon Theater,
Israeli Children's Museum, Israel Puppet Center and Holon Mediatheque, the city also offers
the Israeli Cartoon Museum and Design Museum Holon, which has been named by the
prestigious British tourism magazine "Conde Nast" one of the New Wonders of the World.

Holon will continue to regenerate itself through high quality buildings, convenient access
roads and additional cultural and educational institutes, while maintaining the city's unique
nature. The city's first 75 years have just passed, and we look forward to the years to come!

Yours Sincerely,

Motti Sasson,
Mayor of Holon
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HOLON IN NUMBERS

ID card

Area of Jurisdiction: about 4,744 acres
Number of inhabitants: about 200,000
Number of households: about 65,000
Number of children: about 52,000
Industrial area: about 988 acres

Schools: 63

Municipal kindergartens: 257

Museums: 6

Garden and park areas: about 346 acres
Number of ornamental trees: about 7,400

The city's name

Dr. Haim Harari (1883 -1940) — educator, translator and among the
founders of "Ahuzat Bait" — proposed the name for the city due to its
sandy landscape (Hol in Hebrew) and its mention in the Bible: "Goshen,
Holon and Giloh - eleven towns and their villages" (Joshua 16:51).

The City's Emblem

The City's emblem features four elements:

A sycamore tree — The tree used to be a popular fixture in the sand
landscape (according to a survey held in 2008, there were about 150
sycamore trees in the city area)

Sand dunes — the city was built on these dunes

Homes — these symbolize the homes of the first inhabitants

The sentence "against all odds" — taken from the poem "Eretz Israel"
by poet David Shimoni (1891-1956), reflects the determination of
Holon's first inhabitants.

The emblem was designed by Tel Aviv sculptress and painter
Shoshana Berlin.
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HISTORY OF HOLON

In the prehistoric era, the area currently occupied by Holon was a shallow

lake teeming with animals. A settlement — set up on the premises during the
Late Stone Age — continued to flourish during the entire Bronze Age and was
destroyed around 1000 B.C. The area was resettled in the Hellenistic, Roman
and Byzantine periods. During the Early Arab Period (the 7th century A.D.), the
area was covered by wandering sands and the settlement ceased to exist.

In the mid 19th century, the settlement came back to life in the region
bordering on the sands. The villages of Tel Arish, Darwish and Abu Kabir were
built around the Arab city of Jaffa. The Mikveh Israel Agricultural School,
which was founded by the Alliance’s school for boys Kol Israel Haverim, began
operation in 1870.

THE FIRST NEIGHBORHOODS

Jewish settlement in the region — then dubbed "extended Tel Aviv" or "the
sands of the south" began at the end of the 1920s and beginning of the 1930s.
Several private individuals as well as association and company representatives
purchased land in the region.

The founder of the first neighborhood, which was located southeast of the Tel
Arish village, was Shlomo Greene (a customs agent and real estate developer).
In the summer of 1929, he purchased a land on which he built several
residential shacks as well as a shack for a synagogue. In 1931, additional
families joined the neighborhood, which was subsequently called the Greene
neighborhood. Four other neighborhoods were founded up to 1937: Moledet,
Agrobank, Kiryat Avoda and the Am neighborhood.

The first five neighborhoods faced financial and security problems and the
neighborhood committees found it difficult to provide the inhabitants with
decent services. The existential problems, coupled with the pressure exerted by
the British government, led to a merger of the neighborhoods into a single local
council called Holon. The first local council for the settlement was appointed

in June 1940 and was headed by the late Dr. Haim Kugel. Ten years later, on
November 14, 1950, Holon was declared a city and Dr. Haim Kugel was elected
as its first mayor.
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OPERATION "HAMETZ"

The young City of Holon was surrounded by Arab settlements to its
north and east. Mine laying, firing, sabotage and sniping became daily
routine. A tall dug-in guard post made out of concrete, called "The
Pillbox" was built in the village of Tel Arish and proceeded to wreak
havoc over the entire region.

In April 1948, the Hagannah command launched Operation "Hametz",
during which the Hagannah forces and Givati soldiers launched a full scale
attack on the hill, but were driven away from it by a counter attack led by
the Arabs. Twenty-one fighters were killed in the attack and many were
wounded. The bodies of seven fighters remained at the site and were
only returned by the British several days later. On May 13, 1948, Jaffa
surrendered and the grounds of the Village of Tel Arish were transferred
to the Holon Local Council. Several years later, these were the grounds

on which the Tel Giborim neighborhood was built and "Pillbox" is still the
name of the hill on which the bunker stood.

HISTORICAL SITES

The Pillbox In December 1947, the Arabs of Tel Arish built a concrete bunker

on a prominent (44 m) gravel hill. This vantage point began to threaten the
security of Holon's neighborhoods. Following the War of Independence, the Tel
Giborim neighborhood was buitt west of the hill, which became the Tel Giborim
Youth Park featuring a memorial, street sculptures, waterfalls, a playground area
for children as well as picnic areas.

The Husmasa site At first, there was a well dug on the hill for the enjoyment of
passersby. Once the Agrobank neighborhood was built, the well was dug deeper
and became the neighborhood's source of water. Later on, a two-story well
house, serving the members of the Hagannah for training purposes, was built in
this place. Located on David Elazar Street, the site currently offers a well tended
garden housing the historical ""'Yad La'Hagana' Museum as well as the remains
of a small botanical garden.

Security Road On January 22, 1948 seven watchmen were murdered on the
outskirts of the Arab village of Ya'azor. In the wake of the murder, the Hagannah
command built a makeshift route, namely the Security Road of Holon. The route
originated from the Ezra neighborhood in the south of Tel Aviv, crossed the
Ayalon River (Wadi Musrara), passed through the Mikveh Israel Agricuttural
School, Hankin Street in Holon adjacent to the Husmasa, through the Moledet
neighborhood, and into Nahalat Yehuda and Rishon LeZion. From the settlement
of Rehovot, the path led eastward toward Hulda and the Judean Hills, or
southward toward Gdera and the Negev expanses. On Rafael Eitan Street in
Kiryat Pinchas Eilon and adjacent to the water tower in the Moledet Quarter, one
can still see several original sections of the Security Road.

The Moledet Water Tower was built in 1936 in order to supply water to the
inhabitants of the Moledet neighborhood. In 1936-1939 Arab Revolt erupted
close to the time the tower was built and a lookout and guard point was set
up on the middle floor. The tower is currently the site of an historical exhibition
featuring photographs of the tower, the Moledet neighborhood and Security
Road that ran along the foot of the tower.

The Turkish Pillbox is located on a gravel hill adjacent to the old Jaffa-Jerusalem
Road (Highway 44). It was built in the mid-19th century by the Ottomans in
order to secure the passage of carriages and passengers between Jaffa Port and
Jerusalem. The pillbox in Holon and another pillbox at Sha'ar HaGai are the only
ones remaining since then on the road between Jaffa and Jerusalem.
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THE CHILDREN'S CITY

Over the last few years, Holon has become Israel's Children's City, and

not without reason. Here, children and youth can find an abundance of
attractions, gardens, and centers where they can give free reign to their
imagination, express their inner creativity and go on creative and enriching
journeys.

e Thelsrael Children's Museum offers an interactive educational experience
which enables its young visitors to take an active part in a fascinating,
enriching journey. The Museum also boasts three special projects: Dialogue
in the Dark — which exposes visitors to the rich world of the senses and
creates a direct encounter between the blind and the sighted; Invitation to
Silence is a unique journey led by deaf guides during which the hands and
the eyes are used to communicate, and Dialogue with Time, where elderly
guides invite visitors of all ages for intergenerational dialogue. In addition,
the Begova Haenayim Center (at Eye Level) provides artistic and cultural
enrichment for young children, hence its name. Children become acquainted
with the arts through direct encounter.

A11> 0} spues wou}

e Story Gardens One of Israel's most interesting and unique projects in Israel.
Israel's finest artists joined forces to create the magnificent story gardens
inspired by children's stories. There are approximately 50 gardens around
the city. Each one of them offers an experience which enhances the love
and awareness of children's literature and books in general.

*  Holon Mediatheque is an active and vibrant cultural center offering
activities for children and the whole family. A repertoire theater for children
and youth featuring original productions, a central library, a Cinemateque
and a materials library all operate under a single roof.

e The Tip Taf Center A unique center for babies, toddlers and parents,
offering activities in a safe, relaxed and cozy atmosphere specially designed
for early childhood development. The center's abundant colorful spaces
encourage parent-child interaction through dedicated accessories and
games.
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from sands to city
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A CITY OF ART AND CULTURE

Holon offers its inhabitants and visitors a varied range of works of
arts on display in its museums and galleries, in addition to its annually
held festivals, which draw many local and international artists and art
lovers to the city.

Museums and Galleries
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Design Museum Holon Designed by Ron Arad Architects, the museum
is internationally acclaimed as one of the most original architectural
achievements of the 21st century. One of its core missions is to
provide a dynamic setting for examination and display of both Israeli
and international design innovations.

The Israeli Cartoon Museum features rotating exhibitions of some
of the best painters and illustrators in Israel and abroad, alongside a
permanent exhibition that documents the development of caricature
drawing in Israel with collections of the first caricatures.

The Israel Puppet Center is home to artists, creators, therapists
and researchers engaged in the field of puppetry. The center houses
The School for the Art of Puppetry, a hall for performances, plays,
conferences and lectures, as well as a museum introducing the
development of puppet theater in Israel and the world over.

The Israeli Center for Digital Art features exhibitions by Israeli and
international artists, special audio programs, as well as workshops
and lectures on society and the arts. In addition, the center houses
Fab Lab Israel, the first community-based digital manufacturing
laboratory in Israel, operating in collaboration with The College of
Management Academic Studies.

The Farm Gallery showcases solo and group exhibitions.

The Beit Meirov Art Gallery serves as a venue for rotating
exhibitions.

The Hankin Design Gallery showcases solo and group exhibitions
addressing the thin line between craftsmanship and artistry.

The Dov Hoz Blvd. Street Exhibition is displayed on 40 large,
illuminated posters featuring subjects such as graphic design,
photography and caricatures. The exhibition is displayed along the
boulevard from Struma Square in the east to the meeting point
with HaMa'apilim Street.

The Street Museum in celebration of Israel's jubilee year,

a designated open museum was inaugurated on Haim Kugel
Avenue. The exhibition, which was the brainchild of artist Tziona
Shimshi, features 10 themes describing important milestones in
the history of Holon and Israel. The Proclamation of Independence,
the settlement movements march, and Holon's first five
neighborhoods are only a partial list.
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Cultural Institutions

Holon Theater is one of Israel's most prominent art and culture
centers, offering a large variety of plays, performances and cultural
events. The Theater also features a theater arts studio.

The Steinberg Arts and Music Center serves as a music school for
youth and adults alike. The Center offers an abundance of study
and research options as well as encounters between creative
artists, master classes, orchestras, choirs, workshops and original
productions.

Holon Cinematheque housed at Holon Mediatheque, and holds
screening of classics, pre-premieres, monthly themed films, special
focus on film directors, and film-related activities.

Festivals

The Adloyada (traditional Purim parade) is held annually in Holon.
Every year, a theme is selected for the Adloyada and thousands of
Holon's students, marching bands and guests from all over Israel
and the world take part in the event.

Woman's Festival is held every March to mark the International
Women's Day, and attended by Israel's top female artists and
creators as well as guests from abroad.

Days of Song Festival is a 5-day celebration of Israeli songs held
during Hol Hamoed Pessach (the intermediate days of Passover)
at the Holon Theater, featuring special productions and unique
performances.

The International Puppet Theater and Film Festival is held in July
at the Holon Puppet Theater Center. In addition to Israeli artists,
the Festival is attended by puppeteers and artists from all over the
world.

The Sounds of Childhood Festival is a music and art festival for
children and the whole family held every year during Hol Hamoed
Sukkot (the intermediate days of Sukkot).

The Israel Festival for Children at the Mediatheque is held every
year at the end of May-beginning of June, in collaboration with the
Israel Festival.
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the city's large "green lung", adjacent to Holon East
Interchange, is endowed with green gardens, playgrounds, a large
amphitheater, an open water channel with cruise boats, open
spaces and facilities for family entertainment and picnics, etc. The
Israel Children's Museum, Yamit Water Park, an ice skating rink and
cycling park for children with special needs are located on the park's
premises.

in Tel Giborim is equipped with benches and tables,
an open amphitheater, a fitness area, a children's playground, a
waterfall and a memorial commemorating all of Holon's fallen during
the War of Independence and those who were killed in the bitter
fight over the Hill.

to the west of the Ben Gurion neighborhood features
a large number of shade trees, benches and picnic tables as well as
four story gardens: The Little Prince, ltamar Meets a Rabbit, Daddy's
Big Umbrella and Dudu's Dinosaur.

began as a private collection belonging to Yehudit
and Nachum Arazi and was donated to the city by their family. The
garden offers visitors a vast and rich collection of cacti, euphorbia
and succulents, sitting and shaded areas and a waterfall.

on Jerusalem Avenue offers its visitors an exotic
experience with a Japanese flavor. The garden features shaded areas,
a waterfall and water pools.
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on the corner of Bareket and Remez Streets was
designed by Korean artist Kim Jung Yong. The garden features carved
tree trunks representing human forms. The garden was inaugurated
in 2003 to mark the ties of friendship between the city of Andong in
South Korea and Holon.

is located at the city's northern entrance and
extols Holon's ties with its sister cities worldwide: Suresnes (France),
Hann-Miinden and Berlin-Mitte (Germany) and Dayton, Ohio (USA)
and displays the cities' emblems as well as a waterfall and a globe.

During the sculpture festival held in Holon in
2001, Israeli sculptors created eight works of art focusing on women.
The stone sculptures were assembled into a small, unique garden
located on Mikveh Israel Street, adjacent to the city's northern
entrance and to the Halokhamim roundabout.

the city's oldest garden, was inaugurated in the 1940s
as a narrow strip in the center of the Kiryat Avoda neighborhood.
In 1997, the garden was renovated, while preserving the original
vegetation and large, colorful elements were added for children to
play on.

As part of its environmental preservation activities Holon Municipality
initiated community involvement programs for waste recycling awareness,
information activities addressing water and power saving, promotion of
green building program, pavement of cycling trails, installation of outdoor
gym equipment etc. The city houses 37 "green' educational institutions
encouraging children and youth to become involved in environmental
activities and care for the environment. Holon has joined the "Treaty

for Urban Air Pollution Reduction and Global Climate Protection" and is
considered a "healthy sustainable city".
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QUALITY EDUCATION
FOR ALL AGES

Holon, the City of Children, believes in the younger generation and
perceives the task of fostering the "future generation" as a goal to
strive toward and for which the utmost efforts and resources should
be recruited. And indeed, Holon has made education and culture its
priority, with the aim of instilling the various aspects of these values
in the lives of both individuals and the community, as part of the
formal educational system and outside it.

Approximately 36,000 children and youth aged two to eighteen, attend
kindergartens, elementary schools, junior high and high school, special
education institutions, public schools, public-religious schools and Ultra
Orthodox educational institutions. All these enjoy a variety of supporting
educational services such as psychological services, youth advancement
services, educational enrichment centers, culture packages etc. Holon
invests in an advanced organizational system and extensive educational
work to fulfill a variety of purposes, such as preventing school dropout,
and increasing the matriculation rate.

THE CITY'S VISION

Apart from being an attractive hub for businesses, entrepreneurs,
and industrialists, Holon nurtures a sense of belonging and a sense of

AN EXPANDING
IMMIGRANT-FRIENDLY CITY

During its first decade as a city, Holon welcomed tens of thousands
of new immigrants from various countries in the Diaspora. One

of Israel's largest Ma'abarot (transit settlements) that took

in immigrants was set up in the city's east. In the mid 50s the
immigrants began to populate the neighborhoods built throughout
the city. Holon continued to develop at a rapid rate and welcome
both new immigrants and veteran residents. The first five
neighborhoods grew and new residential neighborhoods followed
thereafter.

In 1955, Israel's second President, Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, fostered a
Samaritan enclave in Holon. The Samaritan community is one of
Israel's most long standing populations which currently totals about
760 individuals, half of whom live in Holon and the other half in
Mount Grizim, adjacent to Nablus.
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community for the wellbeing of its residents. The city is home to a large
number of educational institutions, all aimed at enriching children and
turning them into educated and enlightened adults. Culture and design
are at the heart of Holon and its residents: the city's cultural activities

attract a large number of visitors, and its innovative design activities
have turned it into an international design stronghold.
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HOLON MUNICIPALITY ONLINE

www.holon.muni.il

SPORTS AND LEISURE

Holon is a city of popular sports. The city boasts over 160 sports

g facilities, which enable each and every inhabitant to maintain a Holon Municipality's website, available also in English, is comprehensive,

o healthy and active lifestyle. up-to-date and user-friendly. Visitors can access information regarding

3 a host of services, download forms and directly contact the municipal

g In 2015, a multipurpose sports hall that can accommodate up to 5,300 call center and municipal officials. Alongside with its website, Holon

= spectators was established in Peres Park. The sports hall was built under Municipality expands its online presence, with a special emphasis on social =
% highly strict standards, and it hosts grand local and international sports networks. Holon Municipality's Facebook page is updated daily with news,

8- events, such as the Rhythmic Gymnastics Grand Prix Series. activities, verbal and visual information. Video clips, photos and presentations

- Holon has become one of Israel's leading cities in terms of the rate of regarding events taking place in the city can be found on YouTube and Flickr.

é.' people taking part in sports activities. In addition, the Holon application is available on all mobile phones free of

charge, and is an accessible and easy means of communication.

EMPLOYMENT, SERVICES,
AND TRADE

Holon's Business and Industrial Zone, one of Israel's largest industrial
zones, is located at the heart of the Dan Metropolis, next to central
national arteries. The development and upgrading of this area relies on
the development of existing business as well as change-inducing centers.
At the same time, Holon makes a great investment in the development of
an advanced infrastructure and in the improvement of traffic and access
routes.

The second largest Azrieli Center in Israel has been established in the
Industrial Zone, featuring four office buildings and pedestrian mall, and

a new leisure and entertainment center is availble in Peres Park, La Park,
which features dozens of restaurants, coffee shops and concept stores as
well as pubs, a gymboree, and more.
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HOLON.
FROM SANDS
TO CITY
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